


serious reprimand over his difficulty with 
the “book learning” side of flying (ground 
school). After he graduated, he joined a 
fighter squadron and learned to fly the fa- 
mous Spitfire. His descriptions of dogfights 
with German ME 109s border on the spec- 
tacular. Wellum gradually changed from 
cautious beginner to confident fighter, to 
flight commander, and finally to test pi- 
lot. Narrator Griffin stirs the emotions and 
lets the listener experience the thrill and 
excitement of flying a warplane. His voice 
brings to mind the English actor and for- 
mer RAF pilot David Niven. It would be dif- 
ficult to find someone better. Prof. John E. 
Boyd, Jenkintown, PA 


VIESTURS, Ed & ROBERTS, David. No short- 
cuts to the top; climbing the world’s 
14 highest peaks. Read by Stephen Hoye. 10 
cds. 12.66 hrs. Books on Tape. 2006. 1-4159-3297-2. 
$81.00. Vinyl; content notes. SA 
Viesturs grew up on the Midwestern plains 
with nary a mountain in sight. His introduc- 
tion to mountain climbing came through 
reading. Though trained as a veterinarian, 
he became a full-time mountaineer. Vies- 
turs talks about how he supported himself 
when he went into mountain climbing as 
a full-time occupation and how he pro- 
gressed within the mountaineering com- 
munity. He discusses training, avalanches, 
fatal accidents, narrow escapes, and he- 
roic rescues. A thread running through 
the story is achieving his personal goal of 
climbing the 14 highest peaks on Earth. 
It took Viesturs 18 years to attain it. Hoye 
provides a convincing, matter-of-fact, un- 
voiced reading. At times he sounds almost 
philosophical and at others, very excited 
(avalanche!). He should be congratulated 
for his lyrical pronunciations of the Asian 
names of mountains—he handles them 
without skipping a beat. Caveat: at times, 
the language may be offensive to some, 
but it appears reasonable in context. For 
fans of real-life adventures. Prof. John E. Boyd, 
Jenkintown, PA 





al t 
Audiobook producers are cur- 
rently producing the same title in 
many different formats: CD, cas- 
sette tape, MP3. Some titles are 
also now downloadable to com- 
puters or separate digital devices 
like IPOD. In our title citation KLIATT 
lists only the audiobook format 
that the reviewer used; the title 
may be available in other formats. 
If you need a particular format for 
a title for your collection, please 
contact the producer directly to 
see if it is available. KLIATT Editors 
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